DORSET COMMUNITY ACTION
This body based at Dorchester was founded to help and advise all communities in the County to achieve their ambitions.  One field of expertise they offer is help in obtaining funding for community projects.  This is not just for parish councils but other groups interested in enhancing their community.

Funding Help for Rural Projects
Do you know of a project in your area that aims to help or benefit the members of your community?  Could the project itself benefit from a grant to get it off the ground?  If so, did you know that communities across rural Dorset can apply to local funds for assistance?  These include Community Projects Fund (CPF) and Rural Development Programme (RDP).

The CPF is aimed at small-scale projects across Dorset such as playgroup equipment, local heritage restoration, social club/group equipment, new group start-up, community information leaflets, voluntary and self-help initiatives.  It can also contribute towards training costs in some cases.  The RDP is aimed at larger projects within the Rural Priority Area (RPA) - West Dorset, Portland and parts of North Dorset and Purbeck.  It has a more economic focus, eg rural regeneration studies, ICT training initiatives and community facility development.

The CPF will provide up to 50% funding of a small project provided it is matched by funds either from the project itself or from other funding sources.  In the RPA this could mean a grant of up to £1000 or up to £500 in the rest of rural Dorset.  The RDP offers a maximum of 50% project funding within the RPA up to a maximum of £250,000.

For further information, contact Gareth Jones (01305) 216410 or email gareth@dorsetcommaction.demon.co.uk
