Parish of Arne

Update on Parish News from the Parish Council

The Hayricks
We are delighted to report the arrival of a kicking wall and basket hoop, which is already being greatly enjoyed by local youngsters.  The Hayricks looked magnificent in the sunshine last week and parents in the small playground expressed their appreciation of a place to sit and watch the youth of today exercising.  We have plans, once funds are available, to extend the exercise facilities to older age groups so Watch This Space.

Stoborough Green
Hot off the Press!  We have news at last that Dorset County Council is willing to resurface the roads in Stoborough Green.  We have been trying to achieve this for more than 2 or 3 years and are really excited that we have finally achieved this with the help of Stoborough Green residents.  

Well Done Everybody.

Regretfully we do not have a date for the work yet but we will announce it once it has been confirmed.

A351 Closure
You will all wish to know that commencing the 19th September 2011, Dorset County Council Highways intend to close a section of the A351 Wareham Road between the Blackhill roundabout in Holton Heath and the Bakers Arms roundabout.  The reason for the closure is for resurfacing work, repair of a culvert and bridge repairs.  Total closure of that section will allow the contractors to complete the works in, hopefully, a much shorter time and therefore cause less inconvenience to Purbeck residents.

Dorset County Council was originally reluctant to install traffic lights at Morden Park Corner straight away but following pressure from Arne Parish Council, they have agreed to switch them on from the outset.  This will greatly assist motorists from Wareham in joining the A35.

FP11 Bench
Following unease earlier in the year regarding the state of Footpath 11 (Melancholy Lane to New Road), negotiations with the contractor have improved the situation.  A new area of wildflower meadow is to be planted in the Autumn with an accompanying rustic bench.   We are grateful to the donors from Stoborough Meadow who have enabled this to happen.

Barnhill Road, Ridge
Ridge Residents Association asked Arne Parish Council to have the triangular area near the Redcliffe lane tidied up and more regularly maintained as it was becoming an eyesore.  Dorset Works Organisation has been tasked with the work and the area is now looking much better.

Street Lights Replacement
There have been a number of meetings with the providers of replacement street lights in the Parish.  The results of which have, for many people, been highly unsatisfactory particularly in the Ridge area.  Following a local referendum of those Ridge residents affected by street lights, 80% stated they did not want to have street lights at all.  We have now been asked by Dorset County Council to seek the views of all the residents in Ridge and a survey will be carried out.  We are presently being offered replacement lights, which are less polluting than the present ones, and a decision was made by County Council to turn all rural lights off between the hours of midnight and 5.30am except for those on junctions and roundabouts.  However, the fly in the ointment for Ridge residents is that County Council may insist on a penalty being paid for lamps that are not replaced at the approximate rate of £423 per lamp.  Arne Parish Council continues to dispute this cost with the contractors and County Council.

County Wide Consultation on sites for Traveller Pitches
In partnership with many other councils, Dorset County Council is conducting a search for suitable sites for both residential and transit Traveller Pitches.  Baker Associates is compiling a report for all councils to consider and this will then go to public consultation.  There has been great concern expressed that Ridge might be a possible site for consideration and we are pleased that residents are so active in their community but we would point out that letters and emails written prior to the public consultation of the formal report do not count.  Residents might like to hold fire until this is anything more than a rumour.

There has been a great deal of speculation about the alleged proposal for a traveller's site in the Sunnyside copse.  This includes the old loco shed, a listed building, and ancillary works relating to the ball clay industry. We would like to clarify the immediate situation.
Henry Scott, of Encombe Estates, the land owner, has made the following statement:  

"I can confirm that neither myself, nor to my knowledge my land agent (Savills), have offered or sought permission to use the site for travellers or indeed anything else.”  

Arne Parish Council is aware that the Engine Shed could be a possible site for a Ridge Heritage Museum. Parking on site would be limited.
Keith Childs, Senior Planning Officer, Purbeck District Council reported to us that planning consultants Baker Associates have been appointed on behalf of all of the Dorset Authorities to undertake the preparation of a Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocation Development Plan Document.  As part of this, a single work programme for the county has been agreed. This, along with other background material can be viewed at:  http://www.dorsetforyou.com/travellerpitches .
The consultation detailed in the project plan was originally scheduled for June 2011. This has been delayed, as the consultation documents are currently still in preparation by all Dorset councils and are due to be presented to Councillors in the autumn for approval prior to the consultation. Members of the public, stakeholders and all other interested bodies will then be able to comment on all options for sites around the District during a consultation which will take place later in the year.   Any constraints that might be identified to apply across the areas (such as heathland designations, associated buffer zones and areas of flood risk) will all need to be taken into account as part of site assessment.  Comments concerning such issues could also be made during the consultation.
Bridget Downton, General Manager, Planning and Community Services of Purbeck District Council stated “I think there is a misunderstanding among several residents in Ridge. Neither Dorset County Council nor Purbeck District Council have suggested any sites for travellers in Purbeck at the moment.  We are currently working with all the other councils in Dorset to develop a gypsy and traveller planning document which will form part of the overall strategic planning framework for the District.  As part of that work, we are looking at where suitable sites across the district may be.  We have not yet come to any view about potential sites.  Before we do come to any view, we will consult the public.”  

Roundabouts Maintenance
We have recently adopted the 2 roundabouts in our Parish, one at the junction of Furzebrook Road (Blue Pool roundabout) and one on the A351 (Worgret roundabout) for the purposes of cutting the vegetation and grass.  We have already identified one sponsor for the Blue Pool roundabout.  Green Thumb, a local company, is not only maintaining the area but also sponsoring it at no cost to the Parish Council or residents.  There is the hint of a second sponsor for the Worgret roundabout and we will let you know about this as soon as it is confirmed.

Mitigation Areas
Arne Parish Council has been invited to offer mitigation areas for the Wareham Town new residential development in Worgret Road near the Middle School.  We were given to understand that the owners of the land in Worgret Road had identified areas in their ownership in our Parish that they would be willing to offer as mitigation sites.  These are pieces of agricultural land and your councillors indicated a degree of unease that land presently being used agriculturally should become primarily sites for diverted recreation for the potential residents of Worgret Road.

Road Traffic Accidents involving Deer
The Deer Dispatch Scheme operating within Dorset has become a ‘best practice’ example, which has now been adopted by a large number of UK Police Forces.

When a Dispatcher is called to attend the scene of a Deer related RTA, an incident message will have previously been created in the Police Control Room.  The Dispatcher will be given this incident number when he is called, for his own reference.  Should a Dispatcher be called by say, a neighbour, or happens upon a wounded animal that obviously requires dispatch, he is advised to contact Control Room so that a similar incident number can be created  - this can be done at the time, or as soon as practicable afterwards.

In the main, most dispatches happen on the roadside, and the Dispatchers are advised not to ‘go looking’ for Deer that may have made off.  Should the Deer have entered land adjoining the road, (where he may not have permission) and then collapsed, there is a caveat within the Deer Act, which states that no offence will be committed if - ‘the person (in this case the dispatcher) believed the landowner would have given permission in these circumstances anyway’.

Some guides suggest that where possible, steps should be taken to identify the landowner and obtain their permission, but this is not compulsory.  Written by PC John Snellin – Police Wildlife Officer
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