Ridge Wharf - Peter Gould

The site was originally leased by Pike Fayle as a clay wharf until the Second World War when the Admiralty commandeered it to repair and maintain its landing craft.  They built their own system of slipway and cradle with 2 platforms to slide the craft over for the necessary work.

After the war, the area lay dormant with the locals finding a good source of free firewood.  The jetties were fast deteriorating and becoming dangerous.  In 1955-56, a character known as Jack Beech and family turned up and, at a low rent, started a boat yard.  There was a lot of clearing to do and general tidying.

When I arrived in 1957 the place looked very primitive.  The Wharf was not too bad but the canal, which was an enlarged dyke, was full with 2 clay barges, 1 crane base and a Fairmile wartime craft.

We had a second hand winch to pull up the cradle, which was adapted to take yachts of a sort!  Somehow this survived until the Beeches went bankrupt.  They had lived on a Thames barge called the “General Jackson”, which they moved to the jetty opposite Rockley Point.  They had also acquired another Thames barge but she became stuck off  the Piddle and in the end was towed to Russel Quay where she was burnt.

At this time, 1960, Pike Fayle sold the yard to a London garage owner, Mr Arnold.  He was not very interested in boats except he had a hydroplane speed boat.  The yard lay dormant for 4 years when another character started it up, called Gus Mainwaring-Burton.  He was a handyman, failed turkey and goose farmer but full of enthusiasm and life.  He started to put the place in order and with the help of Mr Arnold’s financial backing began to bring in customers.

It was still a very primitive operation with plenty of tallow to slip the boats about and a lot of muscle power.  The yard began to change rapidly with the digging out of the basin and pontoons, the ex-trolleybus electric piles were used for moorings.  A new workshop was built and the flat and store followed.  There were constant repairs to do to the jetties and also the road down to the yard, which was not tarmac then.  One great asset was the mast hoist which was used to remove masts in winter.

Then came the greatest asset and the first invented in the country - the boat hoist.  There was much planning and consultation with the manufacturers in order to build a dock to use this contraption.  It was well worth the effort as it proved a fantastic piece of equipment that is still used today.

Gus worked very hard but was not a good business man.  He now needed someone to undertake the financial side of the yard.  That person was found and stayed a couple of years working in the office so leaving the rest of the staff, who had built up into a well knit team, to do what they did best whilst having fun in the process.

Later a brigadier took over and continued to improve the place.  More boats were coming from other parts of the country as owners realized the yard offered a safe and sheltered mooring at well below Poole prices.  It has to be said that even at this stage, the facilities were still few and far between, i.e. water and electricity ashore.  As more profit was made, so improvements were carried out.

The 1970s brought great opportunities not just to the boatyard but also to Ridge village.  The Iles’ pig farm was sold and planning permission granted for 26 houses and bungalows to be built.  This area between the roads was soon filled and the west side of Barnhill Road built on.  Many of the house owners owned a boat at the yard.

The final phase now took place when Commander Clarke bought the yard and started to really spend money on improvements.  The extra moorings and thus more boats soon paid for the work.  Of course one great advantage has been the lack of competition from other boatyards in Poole.

The Commander died 5 years ago and his son, Anthony Clarke, is now in charge of a very well run organization.

Two points to make - one is that there is no right of way down to the yard and if you do go, do not be surprised if asked ‘May I help you?’.  The other is the original light engine shed is still at the top of the lane to the yard and is now a listed building
