THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
This is a body funded by Central Government and given far reaching responsibilities.  Our Parish boundary runs down the centre of the River Frome from the bypass to the river mouth and the Agency controls the flood bank, mooring rights, navigation and fishing.  It is also involved in recreational use of water, conservation issues and advises local planning authorities on applications for developments.

The Agency covers England and Wales; our Parish is in the South Wessex Area of the South West Region.  The local address is at River House, Sunrise Business Park, Higher Shaftesbury Road, Blandford, Dorset DT11 8ST.  The direct telephone number is (01258) 456080.

Water conservation is encouraged and work is done to save, redistribute and improve river, lake reservoir and underground water supplies.  It manages over 50,000 abstraction and management licenses.

Pollution is not restricted to water, the Agency also responds to incidents in the air and on land, receiving over 32,000 reports of water pollution per year.  Water quality prevents and controls pollution and monitors rivers, estuaries, coastal waters and groundwater.  It manages over 85,000 discharge consents, including 6,000 sewage works.  Results of quality tests are logged in the public register and open to inspection.

Apart from regulating technologically complicated industrial processes against pollution, the Agency also monitors radioactive materials' storage and disposal.  It provides advice on waste management and has to be advised when dangerous waste is moved.  Companies that produce a lot of waste are given targets for waste recovery and recycling.

However, one responsibility of interest to the Parish is its role in reducing the risk to people and the environment from flooding by providing effective defences.  It issues flood forecasts so residents can be advised if they are at risk and warnings when flooding is possible.  The Agency discourages development on flood plains as this affects surface water drainage and puts houses at risk during extreme wet weather.

Officers from the Environment Agency have been checking the sluices into the River Frome recently to ensure they open and shut properly.  The flood plains on either side of the South Causeway have normally contained floodwaters until the levels dropped but last winter saw exceptionally heavy rainfall combined with high tides, which resulted in Stoborough Village being flooded in certain areas.

The Parish Council is endeavouring to sponsor two road closure signs so that local police have access to them immediately it becomes necessary to close the South Causeway.  Delays can be caused by signs being in short supply and members felt this sponsorship would help remedy the situation.  

Purbeck District Council now has a policy enabling residents to have 10 sandbags per house in a flood emergency.  Bags would not be issued until there was imminent flooding so if houseowners want to have some ready in case waters rise when the District Council offices are shut, we would suggest you make some for yourselves.  The Environment Agency has a leaflet on how to prepare for flooding eventualities with some useful tips on planning ahead.

