THE MANOR OF STOBOROUGH
The extracts that follow are taken from the Minutes of the Courts Leet of Stoborough.  Unfortunately there is no record showing events before 1735 when a new Court book was started.  After 1835, there were no more records kept which could indicate that the Court was disbanded and the Manor status reduced by the Municipal Act.  This Act stated all Borough and Town Council members must be elected by ratepayers, not self-appointed, and their accounts had to be published.

The Manors were of varying sizes in acreage and many had Courts Leet.  These Courts were responsible to the landowner or Lord of the Manor and had various officers and jurymen appropriate to the Manor they served.

In Stoborough, which was not very big, the following posts were appointed every year :

The Bailiff - responsible for policing the Manor

The Hayward - responsible for land and buildings

Searchers and Sealers of Leather - 2 men were appointed

Jurymen - 24 in number required

Steward - the Clerk who kept the Minutes and wrote the letters

The Court met at Michaelmas and for several years did no more than appoint officers so no comments appear in the Minute Book but the following was written:

"1735  The Jury present that the Ancient Sword and Musket is not in agreeable order.

1738  The Jury present that Thomas Loop for not scouring his ditch in Turks Lane and the Court ordered that he doth well and sufficiently before Christmas on pain of 6 shillings 8 pence fine.

1739  The Jury present that sundry hogs, from time to time, are permitted to go at large about the shrubs of this Liberty.

1744  The Jury present that many houses were out of repair, including the Court House.  Time was given to carry out these repairs against a fine of 40 shillings

1745  The Jury present the pigs for going about the streets and lands and any person liable for a fine of 10 shillings.

Also they present Mrs Fisher for her encroachment by taking a garden out of the Common, whether it belongs or not to Redcliffe Farm.

Also they present that the Stocks want to be repaired.

1746  The Jury present again about pigs in the streets.  A dung cart laid in Turks Lane to be removed.

1749  The Jury present that the Bound Stones have been removed between Slepe Heath and Stoborough Common.  New stones to be laid in a short time.

1760  The Jury present the Pound to be out of repair.

1764 The Jury present that the Post and Rail by Philip-by-the-Wood's door to be a very great nuisance and that Philip-by-the-Wood put up the same.  Ordered that the same be forthwith removed and agreed the Jury to go and remove the same, which they did accordingly.

1765  Pound and Stocks out of repair.

1767  Stocks being insufficient for use for want of a lock.

1769  No lock to Stocks or Pound.  The Lord of the Manor ought to find one for each.

1779  Pound and Stocks out of repair.

No Tenant of this Manor ought to carry Furze or Turf from the waste ground of this Manor out of the said Manor under penalty of 20 shillings per load.

1783  The non-existence of the Stocks.

1793 The Jury present that the cottage heretofore belonging to Richard Shepard is permitted to go to ruin and uninhabited and there is no goods or chattels to satisfy the Lord's rent upon the said premises, whereby the same is become forfeited to the Lord.

1798  Two Jurymen fined 6 pence for not attending Court.

1818  John Mussell cut a load of Turves which were carried to the house of Henry Tuck of Corfe Castle, contrary to the custom of this Manor.

John Burden cut and caused to be carried 3 loads of Turves to Furzebrook, contrary to custom.

1821  John Burden continued to cut Turves.  Fined 39 shillings.

The Jury present that no person shall dig or carry sand or clay from this Manor without leave and paying an acknowledgement to the Lord of 6 pence a wagon or 3 pence a cartload.

1822 and 1823  Many souls fined for cutting Turves and a certain Thomas Woolfrey cut 2,000 by direction of the Rev. R Foyle who was fined 10 shillings.

1835  William Banks Esq. has lately put up Bound Stones and chain in Halfway Bottom as part of the Manor of Langton Wallis.  Stones to be removed and proper boundary laid."

Several questions arise from these extracts.  Where was Turks Lane, the Court House and the Pound and Stocks?  Who was Lord of the Manor during these years?  How did you know whose hogs could wander the streets and whose could not?

Fortunately our Parish Council Minutes are more detailed (but not nearly so profitable!).
