THE PUBLIC HOUSES

There are 2 public houses in our Parish, the Halfway Inn and the King's Arms.  The third pub opposite the entrance to Nutcrack Lane, the New Inn, closed in 1970.  The earliest reference to the New Inn is found on a map dated 1801.

A few notes on the King's Arms may be of interest as it is having a major refit, in fact the biggest alteration since it was built about 400 years ago.

Oliver Cromwell's troops may well have been billeted both here and at the Halfway Inn on their way to the siege of Corfe Castle in 1642.  The early records were destroyed in the fire of Wareham in 1762 but what has been discovered is that the inn was once called The Horseshoe.  From 1758 to 1761, William Twyne was victualler until Henry Bythewood took over in 1762.  He was a Church Warden in 1776 of the Holy Trinity, Wareham (now the Information Centre) and also a long serving member of the Court Leet in the Manor of Stoborough.

In 1826, the Horseshoe Inn became known as the King's Arms for unknown reasons.  The front of the inn was a butcher's shop, the canopy still has the hooks to hang carcasses.  The building at the back was a 2 horse stable with loft and an abattoir at the back, which closed shortly before 1914.  Since 1923 the Wood family were landlords with Danny Wood retiring in 1976.  The beer came from Wareham Brewery by horse drawn dray until Strongs of Romsey started delivering with their steam powered wagons after the Wareham Brewery closed.  During the Wood's tenancy, the pub became more popular through their very strong darts team.  The police kept complaining of the cars obstructing the main Corfe Road so the landlord bought the cottage and field next door and turned the site into a car park.

The pub closed for over a year while internal alterations took place in 1976 and after a couple of short term tenancies, Dave Malackey took over until 1990 when Barry Holland was in charge until 2000.  A new era starts very shortly under new landlords, Rob Lamont and Janette Mulroy, who will develop the food aspect of the pub with its new facilities.  

We are grateful to a sprightly 84 year old Danny Wood for his help with this article.
