THE RSPB WITHIN ARNE PARISH - 2007

The RSPB arrived in the Parish in 1966 to manage land on the Arne Peninsula.  Landholdings have since increased at Arne and now include Arne Moors and part of Stoborough Heath which, together with land outside the Parish, now totals over 1100 hectares.

Heathland, our main habitat, is a man-made landscape created thousands of years ago.  Used extensively by local communities until the mid-1700s, heathlands have declined by 80% in the UK (85% in Dorset).  In many cases we can do little to stop the decline - 150 years ago Bournemouth was one large heathland!  Something we can do, however, is to actively manage what remains to ensure that they do not disappear forever.  They are very important for a rich diversity of wildlife including Dartford Warbler and Nightjar, Smooth Snake and Sand Lizard, invertebrates (Silver-studded Blue Butterfly, Heath Grasshopper and Southern Damselfly) and flora (Dorset Heath and Marsh Gentian).

As a partner in Dorset's "Tomorrow's Heathland Heritage" (a 5 year heathland restoration programme which finished in 2004), we have set ourselves targets to reduce our heathland management to a maintenance level and so free up resources to concentrate on other areas of work.  Our main priorities are:

· to eradicate non-native rhododendron from the Reserves

· to significantly reduce the amount of pine/birch scrub on the open heath and to manage the woodland-heathland interface by scalloping the edges

· to bring all areas of degenerate gorse into a 15 year coppice cycle

· to significantly reduce the amount of bracken dominating the open heath

· to significantly reduce the very high numbers of non-native Sika deer to a level where serious damage to internationally important habitats is no longer an issue

Our work often takes us beyond the Reserves and the Parish.  An issue that is causing great concern at the moment is the decline of many of our 'common' birds.  Working with farmers in Dorset and on our reserve at Arne Moors, we are trying to provide breeding plots for birds like the lapwing and winter feeding sites for finches and buntings.  It is early days yet but it is a good example of active partnerships between conservationists and the farming community.

The RSPB employs 7 members of staff to work directly on the Arne Reserves.  In addition, specialist contractors are often employed to undertake large habitat and estate management work.  An excellent network of volunteers helps in various ways to support our work.  You may see them manning the information hut in the car park from April 1st to September 30th, leading guided walks, carrying out conservation and estate work, helping with bird counts as well as giving support in the office.

A reserve trail guide and an annual events leaflet are available from the information hut, together with many other publications.

The reserve is open at all times, access is by a series of way-marked footpaths.  Both the car park and toilets are locked at dusk.  Parking is free to RSPB members, while non-members are asked to pay a small parking fee.  Residents of Arne Parish can apply for an annual parking permit.

To find out more about volunteering at Arne, our guided walks, how to become a member or any other aspects of our work, please call 01929 553360, or e-mail arne@rspb.org.uk, or write to the RSPB Work Centre, Arne, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5BJ.

