The New Inn, Stoborough

Everyone is aware of the Kings Arms in Stoborough, but with merely a glance across the road opposite Nutcrack Lane, not many people realise the New Inn ever existed. Believed to have been built in approximately 1733 – some 80 years after the Kings Arms – it was, not very originally named The New Inn.

The original building is thought to have been a small farmhouse, similar in construction to the medieval longhouses, where part of the house was used to overwinter the cattle. Normally this area had an earthen floor and no upper floor. Evidence for this existed until the 1990’s with an open void to the roof.

The picture shows the inn as operational and is believed to be circa 1840’s, with very little change to the buildings appearance since construction.

The farmstead was constructed with a stone foundation, cob walls and a thatched roof. As far as is known, very little alteration was carried out, apart from some ad-hoc toilets, until 1928, when the thatch was removed, the walls were heightened with engineering brick, and the whole re-roofed with a timber and slate roof. A “new bar” was also built, running along the rear of the property, which enabled barrels to be racked and hand pumps to be installed. The roof was last re-tiled in 2000. Large metal hooks are still fixed to the rafters, and the “new bar” roof consist of reeds, plastered over with distemper and later papered. Needless to say, this will not be decorated again for a long time!

The inn is situated on a plot of land that has a large earthen mound in the garden. This is thought to be a Saxon lookout and is opposite the site of the old Wareham castle, on the opposite bank of the river Frome. Some fragments of clay pipe have been found in the garden but no bottleware. Perhaps people were environmentally aware in those days and recycled. There is certainly rumoured to be a large buried glassware dump just off Nutcrack Lane.

Like many country farmsteads, it is believed that ale was produced, probably for the owners or tenants and any farm workers, but this is conjecture.

The first recorded exchange of the property (with adjoining meadowland etc.) was from  William Barker to John Barker and widow Ann, plus meadows in 1787. It was thought to have a cellar but none has ever been found.

Water was drawn from a well in the back yard, but this was capped in the 1990’s.

Later owners had connections with the Wareham Brewery, owned by White & Bennett of Wareham from 1681 – 1901.

A number of tennant landlords (and landladies) ran the inn in later years, some with interesting local names, but more on that in Part II of this article.

Also – who frequented the inn and where else did the locals go for solice? 

